QUALIFICATIONS
Member of the parish and willing to serve as Lector, Altar Server, and Extraordinary Minister if so commissioned. 

TRAINING
At funerals by other Arimatheans.
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DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Prepare the altar, including preparation table, ciboria, wine, water, gifts, chalice, and incense. Answer queries of any visiting priest as necessary. Prepare and instruct the family on funeral liturgy. Lead the entrance procession and recessional as a thurifer, cross bearer, candle bearers, and book of gospels. Be prepared to serve as Lector, and/or Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist. Dress is dark suit with white shirt and red tie. (Tie will be furnished by the church).

APPLICATION FORM
Name:___________________________
Address:_________________________
________________________________
Phone:__________________________
_____ I am interested in becoming an Arimathean.
_____ I want to know more about the ministry.
*Drop this application in the collection basket at mass or at the Adm. Office. Thank You.
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TIME OF MINISTRY
Monday through Saturday approximately 10:00 am - 2:00 pm as needed. Ministers will receive notice usually within 24 hours prior to funeral time. Length of commitment - indefinitely.
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MINISTRY
OF
ST. JOSEPH
ARIMATHEAN
SOCIETY
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CATHOLIC CHURCH ___________________
LAROSE, LA
985-693-3433
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ORIGIN AND TESTAMENT
The Arimatheans take their name from Joseph of Arimathea, the New Testament figure who helped bury Jesus after His crucifixation. Some funerals are harder than others, especially when it's a young person leaving small children without a mother or father. Other times we find ourselves at the funeral of old friends, contemporaries that we have raised our children with. But whether it's someone we know or someone we have never met, it is always heartening to be able to assist these grieving families at the funeral. Our Lady of the Rosary has established an organized response to the needs of the members of this parish who are grieving the loss of a loved one. No member of our faith community should grieve alone. Those grieving need to feel God's love in time of crises and pain. As a caring community, we heed Jesus' call to bring his love to those who are suffering. This is our response to His plea to welcome a stranger, and comfort the mourning. "I assure you, as often as you did it for the least of my brothers, you did it for me." Mathew 25:40 
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WHAT IS THE MINISTRY OF THE ARIMATHEAN SOCIETY
To serve at funerals in our parish church. An Arimathean is a senior or semi-retired man who assists at the Parish Funeral Masses, including assisting at the altar or as Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers as necessary. The special role of the Arimatheans is to be Altar Servers and to prepare for the special needs to the celebrant and bereaved families and friends at funeral masses. Ideally suited to retired men who can be available in the daytime during the week.               
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